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W h a t   is   H i s t o r y ?
History is the historians view of the past

History is constantly being rewritten in an effort to get closer to the truth but
much depends on the priorities and questions of the historian. For example, a

Marxist will draw different conclusions to other historians therefore…

History must be a mode of enquiry
The evidence and the accounts of historians have to be checked and

investigated through a series of questions.

History is based on a framework of sensible adult questions about the past that
are shown here as broad objectives. Except where targeting these objectives

very specifically, the study of history involves pupil progress in the
complementary and concurrent development of each objective in an infinite

number of ways

Historical Narrative
to tell the story

What happened ?
 Understanding time
 A map of the past

  Sequencing
 Story

  Change and
continuity

Historical Explanation
and offer an explanation

Why ?
Rational explanation
 cause and

consequence
What was it like ?

Empathetic explanation
 reconstructing the

past

Historical Enquiry
Using clues

How do we know ?
 Using clues to find

out
 Asking questions

 Understanding the
use of evidence

This results in different
interpretations

&
significance

communicated in a
variety of ways.


