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Simple front fastening phase box 

 

 

Materials: Grey card 

 

Equipment: Self-heal mat, ruler, scalpel, 
pencil, square, corner cutter, rubber, 
scissors & board chopper. 

 

 

Method 

 

 

Measure the object: height, width and 
depth and add 1mm to each dimension. 
Roughly cut the grey card to height = (3.5 x 
height plus 2 x depth) and width = (3.5 x 
width of object plus 2 x depth). Square up 
the card in the chopper. 

Place card on mat (lighter side up). 

Centre the middle of the object on the card 
and mark around with pencil using the ruler 
and square. Extend the pencil lines to 
include the depth and the height (or width) 
in each direction to form a cross shape with 
the object in the centre (add 1mm on the 
horizontal depths). Mark the depths for the 
folds. 

Depth 

+1mm 
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Remove the object and cut to the inside 
measurement corners (see end for 

alternative style). Each flap should include 
the depth of the item as well as the height 
or width. Cut the flaps longer than required 
so you can trim to fit later. 

Using a ruler and bonefolder crease and fold 
the flaps all the way round. 

  

Place the object on the card and test the 
length of the flaps, trim to fit snugly on all 
four flaps. 

Measure 20mm in from the edge of the right 
hand flap and draw a line. Extend tab of 
40mm height from the middle to the edge.  

  

Cut away the two rectangles at top and 
bottom of right hand flap, leaving tab. 

Fold tab at edge, inwards. 
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Using corner cutter, round off all corners. 
The tab corners will have to be done by 
hand with a scalpel. 

Check the fit with the object in place. Mark 
with a pencil line the corners of the tab and 
flap. Draw a line between the two points to 
create a line just below the fold of the tab. 

  

Remove object and cut out a thin rectangle 
(2mm width) using the line as a guide. This 
will be the slot for the tab. 

Replace the object and try the fit of the tab 
with the slot. 

If there are objects of different sizes in the 

same phase box, Plastazote LD45 can be 
used to pad out gaps. 

  

Alternative (protected corners)  

  

Instead of cutting corners to the inside 
measurement, leave a square and crease a 
mountain fold diagonally from the inside 
corner to the outside. 

This will enable the square to fold into the 
corner and serves to stop any ingress of dirt. 
Useful for when the phase box will be 
shelved in the magazine-style box. 

 


