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Simple Melinex Wrapper 

For use with books with vulnerable dust jackets or leather bindings that show signs of acidic deterioration or ‘red rot’ 

 

Materials: Melinex 

Equipment: Self-heal mat, ruler, scalpel, square, bonefolder & scissors. 

 

 

 

Method 

1  Cut a strip of Melinex to the height of the book, with 
an additional 10-20 cm, and a little over 3 times the 
width. Even up one long side and use that as the base 
line. 

5  If you are happy with the placement, score the 
Melinex with a bonefolder. Remove book and 
bonefolder down the edge. 

2  Place the book down in the middle of the strip and 
open the right cover. Fold the Melinex on the right over 
the open cover, to create the first fold, making sure it is 
square with the rest of the strip. Overlap the existing 
dust jacket if possible.  

6  Replace the book and mark the Melinex to trim the 
strip to fit the overlap on the left cover, to match the 
right cover. Remove the book and cut edge with a 
scalpel. 

 

3  Take out the book and bonefolder down the edge of 
the Melinex being careful to start in the middle of the 
fold and press down towards the top and bottom edges. 

7  With the book in place, sight the height to just over 
the height of the dust jacket. Mark with the scalpel on 
both sides, then either measure and cut, or use the 
marks to cut the height of the jacket.   

4  Replace the book and wrap the Melinex around the 
right cover.  Close the book. Turn the book over, fold 
over the Melinex over the left cover, and sight over the 
edge for the second crease to match the first. Scratch 
with a scalpel to make a mark, and then offer up the 
ruler to see the edge. 

8  Replace the book and check the fit.  

 


