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Photo; Daily fun List www.dailyfunlists.com 

‘Check out the History!!!! No more 
Egyptians, Victorians or WWII! No, it's all 
old school stuff.’ 

‘The history is bonkers! How on earth are we 
supposed to teach all of that properly? 2000 
years of British history: a Whistle stop tour 
with no opportunity for the 'deeper' learning 
and understanding Mr Gove is so fond of.’

Initial responses to the draft curriculum 
were mixed

History Exaggerated emphasis on British 
history and linear timescale. Response Cut 
back the amount of British history and 
simplified the early topics. Comparisons of 
historical figures including Rosa Parks and 
Tim Berners-Lee added.

http://www.dailyfunlists.com


06/05/2014

2

The new curriculum Key Stage 1 and 2

PURPOSE

Develop coherent understanding of Britain’s past, and that of the 
wider world

Inspire pupils’ curiosity, equip them to ask perceptive questions
And think critically

AIMS

Know and understand history as a coherent, chronological 
narrative

Children should understand abstract terms such as empire, 
civilisation, parliament and peasantry

Children should understand historical concepts such as ;

Continuity and change
Cause and consequence
Similarity, difference and significance
And use these terms to make connections, draw contrasts, 
analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create own 
structured accounts
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Key Stage 1- similar to existing 
approach, but more emphasis on 
comparison across time

Key Stage 2 –overview and depth

Change over time and connecting the 
different periods of time was 
emphasised.

Includes ability to look beyond 1066 
through local study and an extended 
period study
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Hampshire History team propose History is taught sequentially in Yrs 3 
and 4 

with local study in year 4 or 5, with post 1066 study and ancient 
civilisations Yr 5

Yr 6 reserved for Ancient Greece and non-European society

Also suggest Teachers continue to develop historical enquiries using the 
six-step approach
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Primary History Matters 
Spring 2014

www.hants.gov.uk/educati
on/hias/history

Development of Church, state and society in Medieval 
Britain 1066-1509- could include;

-The Norman Conquest, Magna Carta and the emergence of Parliament

-society, economy and culture: for example, feudalism, religion in daily 
life (parishes, monasteries, abbeys), farming, trade and towns (especially 
the wool trade), art, architecture and literature

The development of Church, state and society in 
Britain 1509-1745

-society, economy and culture across the period: for example, work and 
leisure in town and country, religion and superstition in daily life, theatre, 
art, music and literature. The causes and events of the civil wars 
throughout Britain

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educati
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Ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 
1745-1901-could include;

-Britain as the first industrial nation the impact on society

challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day; 
the First World War and the Peace Settlement, social, cultural and 
technological change in post-war British society

a local history study

-a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above

-a study over time, testing how far sites in their locality reflect aspects of 
national history (some sites may predate 1066)

-a study of an aspect or site in local history dating from a period before 
1066



06/05/2014

9

The study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
consolidates and extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
from before 1066. could include;

-the changing nature of political power in Britain, traced through selective case 
studies from the Iron Age to the present

-Britain’s changing landscape from the Iron Age to the present

-a study of an aspect of social history, such as the impact through time of the 
migration of people to, from and within the British Isles

-a study in depth into a significant turning point: for example, the Neolithic 
Revolution


