
Environmental Sustainability and 

Collections Care

Claire Fry ACR FIIC



Environmental Sustainability and Collections Care



Environmental Sustainability and Collections Care

NY Times 24 October 2022



Energy Use



Energy Use

A well-maintained building is the first step in providing the right 

environment for the collections inside.



Energy Use

Understand the different environments in your building. Some 

areas may provide a more suitable environment than others. 
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Energy Use

Understand your collections. 

• Do you need to rationalise?

• What are your collections made of?

• What environmental conditions do they actually need?

• Can we all be a little more pragmatic about implementing 

guidelines?
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Energy Use

www.nationalmuseums.org.uk



Energy Use

www.artscouncil.org.uk



Energy Use

Do you need to control the environment in the whole room? 

Goppian.com



Energy Use

Consider the energy use of different environmental control 
methods

• HVAC

• Heating

• Conservation heating

• Dehumidification

• Silica gel/ Prosorb

Can you reduce internal moisture sources? 

Can buffering materials help?

Can people work in an alternative (warm) space?

• Lighting – controlled natural light, LEDs

Energy sources



Materials

- Are they needed? 

• Gloves

- Can you reuse something?

• Jam jars, plastic containers, bubblewrap

- Can it be hired/ purchased second hand?

- Can it be reused?

- Can it be recycled?

- Is it provided by an environmentally responsible company?

- Can you buy locally?

- Can you combine orders to reduce transport?



Chemicals

Are chemicals needed?

Consider alternatives for cleaning and insect pest management.

If chemicals are needed, some are greener than others

https://www.siconserve.org/greener-solvents/greener-

solvents-hand-book/
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Actions

Sustainability Group

Write on website/ blog/twitter etc. actions you are taking

Discuss at museum groups/ forums things you have done



Resources

https://mduk.org.uk/roots-and-branches/

www.icon.org.uk/groups/environmental-sustainability-

network/about-the-network

www.kiculture.org

https://www.siconserve.org/greener-solvents/greener-

solvents-hand-book/
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Workshop

In small groups discuss what 3 things your museum could do in the 

next 3 months to be more environmentally sustainable.

Who will be responsible for these actions?

Write in your diary/ calendar for 23rd May to review your 

progress.
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