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Grant Writing Toolkit for Museums

Section 1

[bookmark: before_you_start]Before writing your grant application 

Before you apply for a grant, think about why you are applying. 

What to consider:

· Have you the time and resources to apply for funding, then to deliver the project?  Be honest, writing an application is time consuming and success rates for many are low. A simple cost/benefit analysis is one way of assessing this. For a worked example see Appendix 1.  
· Does your project fit within your constitution’s area of benefit? Does it meet your Aims and Objectives? Most funders will ask for a copy of your constitution and/or check your Charity Commission page to check the ‘area of benefit’. 

The project and your need should be the reason you are applying - not that funding is available, and you are fitting a project to its meet requirements.

When planning your project think about:

· Is your project addressing a clearly defined problem or need? If you are not clear, then it is harder to tell the funder about your project. 
· Is your project realistic? Are your outcomes (your project’s activities) achievable? 
· Can you evidence the need for your project? Do you have feedback from users? Have you looked at local statistics that you can use to support your project? Is there an identified need locally that your project will help to address? Make sure you have relevant, recent information and data from a range of sources to support your project. 
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