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Project aims

To create a range of differentiated trails for young adults with a range of learning difficulties with a focus on promoting independence.

The museum worked with Activate Learning (Reading College) LLD/D department and students acted as consultants: testing existing trails, sharing what they liked, selecting points of interest in the galleries to inspire new ones, took photos for inclusion as part of the resource and testing the finished trails.

Resources created

A series of easy to use trails were designed in partnership with the students from Skills For Living 2B at Reading College. Each series of trails will be based on a different theme chosen from the museum’s collections and were developed for beginner, intermediate and advanced levels to represent the range of communication and comprehension levels across learners at the college. 

Options were created using Makaton, photographs and varying levels of language to increase accessibility and create appropriate challenges for each level.

The trails were designed to be used independently of each other, and without any preparation required to maximise the benefit for students just ‘dropping in’ during a community access session. Each should ideally be completed within 20 minutes, ideal for a short visit with the option to combine trails for longer visits.

Impact

The partner teacher fed back how the trail supported the student in moving independently through the gallery spaces with purpose and beginning to pay attention to the theming of each area. 

Students began to notice that the items they were searching for would or would not be displayed with other items and so the museum began to take shape around them.

For the museum, this was the first time staff had developed an SEND trail for young adults and, learning from the expertise of the partner teacher has developed their confidence. Other SEND FE colleges (as well as independent visitors) will be able to use these resources to enhance their visit. 

What worked well and what didn’t?

The students enjoyed the trails, they were fun and the 20 minutes were just long enough for them to be able to keep focus without much staff intervention.

 An unexpected benefit was the discussions opened up by the trails, discussing food with the group allowed us to explore how retail was changing (only one student had ever been to a butchers) or plan future recipes for cookery lessons.

Though lots of planning was given to how the trails themselves were designed, there was still an emphasis on written responses, which made some students reliant on extra support to record their responses. 

Top tips

Communicate in Print is software that creates Makaton symbols automatically when you type text into word boxes. It is more difficult to import other logos, photographs and design features into it so you may find yourself watching YouTube tutorials to find out exactly how to do it.

When promoting independence, allow plenty of room to make mistakes - it’s not independence if you are ‘steering’ students towards the right response.

Use a simple typeface, a large font and get feedback on the ‘readability’ of your trails.

Plans for the future

We will continue to develop the range of trails at all levels to include Vehicles, Clothing, Animals and Outdoors and consider how these might be embedded into the community curriculum for independent learning activities for Skills for Living students.

We will explore alternative ways for students to record their responses to the questions on the trails so that more options are available for differing levels of literacy.
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